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St. Francis at the Point  

Anglican Church 

 
DECEMBER 2021 

Newsletter 

 

DECEMBER 
 

Sunday, December 5 - 3:00 pm 
Sounds of Christmas Concert 

 
Thursday, December 9 - 4:30 pm 

Finance Committee 
 

Saturday, December 11 - 9:30 am 

AWG Meeting 
 

Sunday, December 12 - 11:30 am 

Vestry Meeting 

 

Saturday, December 18 - 10 am 

Children’s Christmas Fun Day 

 

Friday, December 24 - 5:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service 

 

 
VESTRY: 
 
Dick Upchurch – Senior Warden 

Gerald Lewis – Junior Warden 

Maureen Moreland   

Dave Howard 

Anne Howard    

Gypsie Van Antwerp 

Robin Renn – Secretary 

Jeanine Wickham – Treasurer 

WHAT IS THE INCARNATION? 
 

Some people today might say it is a kind of canned 

milk.  Of course, that is Carnation evaporated milk! 

For Christians it is the most fundamental belief that 

we hold:  that the God of the universe became a ba-

by boy and was named Jesus by his parents.  The 

well known evangelical theologian John Stott put it 

far better than I ever could: 

 “But there is evidence for the deity of Jesus - 

good, strong, historical, cumulative evidence; evi-

dence to which an honest person can subscribe 

without committing intellectual suicide. There are the 

extravagant claims which Jesus made for himself, so 

bold and yet so unassuming. Then there is his in-

comparable character.  His strength and gentleness, 

his uncompromising righteousness and tender com-

passion, his care for children and his love for out-

casts, his self-mastery and self-sacrifice have won 

the admiration of the world. What is more, his cruel 

death was not the end of him. It is claimed that he 

rose again from death, and the circumstantial evi-

dence for his resurrection is most compelling.”  Basic 

Christianity, pg. 8. 

 Therefore, when we come together on Christ-

mas Eve and really every time we gather in church 

for worship, we are worshipping the God of the heav-

ens and the earth, the God who created every atom, 

and the God who took action to save us by coming 

to earth as a baby.  This is the good news that glad-

dens our hearts.  The incarnation brings us to a 

place where we humbly proclaim:  I believe! I accept 

you and welcome your love, hope, joy and peace in-

to my life through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
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POINSETTIAS 

Every year on Christmas Eve, we have a list of the poinsettias that have 

been donated as memorials or thanksgiving gifts by members of the 

congregation and/or community.  If you wish to make a donation for that 

purpose, please use the poinsettia envelopes.  On the outside of the en-

velope, please print clearly exactly the information you wish included.   

Remember, the individual typing the bulletins does not know the names 

or relationships of those you wish to honor, so clarity is important. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

 

On Tuesday, 

December 7th at 10:00 A.M., 

we will decorate the church. 

Please come join us, it is fun  

putting up the tree and  

hanging the wreaths. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

Our candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

will be held at 5:00 P.M.  The service 

will include glorious music offerings 

from our choir director,  

Benjamin Rollings. 
 

Masks are optional and there will be 

no social distancing.  Please consider 

this if this is a concern. 

ST. FRANCIS CHILDREN’S 

CHRISTMAS FUN DAY!   
On Saturday, Dec. 18

th
, from 10am – 1pm, 

children are invited to St. Francis for a time of 

fun, play and 

learning about 

Christmas.  Arts, 

crafts, pizza and 

snacks!  Wear 

clothes that 

might get paint 

on them.  Please 

contact Wendy 

Egebrecht (our 

fantastic Sunday 

School teacher!) 

at 251-979-4583 no later than Dec. 13
th
 to 

register.  Invite your children’s friends!  There 

will be procedures for drop-off and pick-up for 

security reasons.  Church members and/or 

parents are invited to help.  Call Wendy. 
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     DECEMBER 

     BIRTHDAYS 
 

Dave Howard  -  12/01 

Ann Kopf  -  12/01 

Foster Ross  -  12/08 

Andrew Jackson  -  12/10 

David Trimmier  -  12/12 

Wanda Lewis  -  12/13 

Barbara Calametti  -  12/15 

Michele Statler  -  12/23 

Stewart Furlong  -  12/29 

Anne Howard  -  12/29 

Emily Mello  -  12/29 

Allison Michaelson  - 12/31 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Tom and Paula Alvarez  -  12/11 

Terry and Susan Cook  -  12/27 

Donald and Susan Poole  -12/27 

If your date is not on these lists or if your   

information is incorrect, we do apologize.  

Please email the church office at  

stfrancisatthepoint@gmail.com  

or fill out a communication card with  

the correct information.  

MORTGAGE REDUCTION PLAN 

AND REPORT 

Our mortgage currently stands at  

$ 293,943.50 for  October 

We are asking every member to prayerfully 
consider giving a small amount every month 
towards the mortgage.   Every dollar you give 
to reduce the mortgage is worth more than a 

dollar to the church because we will no longer 
pay interest every month on that dollar.   

total given to date: $ 10,375.00 

Donald and Susan Poole 

 St. Francis welcomes the Pooles! The Pooles moved 

to Spanish Fort from Baton Rouge after raising their 

two daughters there.  He retired from ExxonMobil and 

Susan retired from teaching in the public school sys-

tem.  They were both originally from Alabama where 

they graduated from Auburn.  They met while at uni-

versity and married the same year.   

      They have two granddaughters, one is 20 years 

old and one is seven and one great grandson who 

just turned one year old. 

       Their  main hobby is boating.  They have sailed 

for thirty plus years.  They sold their 40 ft. Trawler 

and are currently enjoying a 16 ft. power boat. 

       They both are avid readers.  Susan does Jazz-

ercize almost daily and Don plays guitar but only for 

enjoyment. 

     They have two dogs; an Italian Greyhound and 

Rescue (a boxer mix).  They are the Pooles’ surro-

gate children.  Just ask them, according to Don.    

 
MINISTRY SIGN-UPS 

If you signed up for ministry in November, 

we will be processing the forms and up-

dating the ministry schedules in January.  

Thank you for your patience! 
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ANGEL TREE 
 

The small tree on the table 

in the Narthex is our Angel 

Tree to help families at the 

ministry of Women’s Care 

Medical Center. Please take 

an ornament or two and pur-

chase the item(s) on it.  The items are used to 

reward couples who complete their compre-

hensive parenting course.  Do not wrap the 

items and bring them to the church by the end 

of December.  Your generosity is greatly ap-

preciated by those families! 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Our church annual meeting is Sunday, De-

cember 5th, after church during the brunch.  

We will vote on next year’s budget, hear re-

ports, and select the new vestry members. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST WILL 

START UP IN JANUARY 
 

The men’s breakfast will be starting 

back up in January! 

 VESTRY MEETING 

The vestry will  meet December 12th im-

mediately after Sunday service.  All 

members are invited to attend. 

 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Our regular monthly Finance Committee 

meeting will be held on Thursday ,  

December 9th at 4:30 P.M. in the Parish 

Hall.   All members are welcome  to attend. 

AWG MEETING 

The monthly meeting of the AWG will be held 

on Saturday, December 11th at 9:30 A.M. in 

the Parish Hall.  We will review this year’s Fall 

Festival and elect new officer’s for next year. 

 

All ladies of the church are invited  

and encouraged to attend. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

The most recent financial report which has 

been approved by the vestry will also be 

posted on the bulletin board next to the 

vestry minutes.  Any member who wants to 

see a more detailed report can ask the 

Treasurer, Jeanine Wickham, for a copy. 

OCTOBER 

            Actual     Budget 
 
Income:       $ 21,522   $ 19,647 
Expenses:   $19,656   $ 22,969 

 

FIRST FRUITS SUNDAY 
 

This month we are taking a respite from col-

lecting items for Ecumenical Ministries food 

pantry.  We will resume donations next month. 



Page 6 

 


